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and prove by their presence the catholic character of the
Church. Asia will send its patriarchs and pontiffs, and
America and Australia its prelates; and at home, my dear
young friend, the Council of the Vatican will offer a strik-
ing contrast to the Council of Trent; Great Britain will be
powerfully represented. The bishops of Ireland might
have been counted on, but it is England also that will send
her prelates now, and some of them will take no ordinary
share in transactions that will give a new form and colour
to human existence.'

' Is it true, sir, that the object of the Council is to de-
clare the infallibility of the Pope ? '

*Tn matters of faith and morals,' said the Cardinal
quickly. * There is no other infallibility. That is a seerei
with God. All that we can know of the decision of the
Council on this awful head is that its decision, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, must infallibly be right. We must
await that decision, and, when made known, we must
embrace it, not only with obedience, but with the in-
terior assent of mind and will. But there are other
results of the Council on which we may speculate; and
which, I believe, it will certainly accomplish: first, it will
show in a man tier that cannot be mistaken that there is
only one alternative for the human intellect: Rationalism
or Faith; and, secondly, it will exhibit to the Christian
powers the inevitable future they are now preparing for
themselves.'

* I am among the faithful,' said Lothair.

' Then you must be a member of the Church Catholic,'
said the Cardinal. ' The basis on which God has willed
that His revelation should rest in the world is the testi-
mony of the Catholic Church, which, if considered only aa
a human and historical witness, affords the highest and
most certain evidence for fche fact and the contents of tho
Christian religion. If this be denied, there is no such